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SIMPLOT SOILBUILDERS ~ P.O. BOX 520  MOSES LAKE, WASHINGTON 98837
(509) 765-5663

MINERALS & CHEMICAL GROUP

February 23, 2000

Lower Snarke River Study Brigadier Geveral Canl Strock
Department of the Army

Walla Wdlla Distvict Corps of Engineers

Walla Walla, Wa 99362-1876

Dear Ceveral Strock,

Becduse of the devastating impact that dam bredching would fiave on Washington State agriculiure, we
wollld like 1o take the opportunity to provide comments on salmon recovery effors,

First, we believe Wit te goal of this process is to save fish, This Is what tie debate s dll about, or what It
should be about.  The goal is ot fo find the rationdle for taling out dams. We care about salwon,
However, we dlso care about faving a fedlthy economy and Wasfington State agricultural industiy,

If we continue fo focus on ditematives such as dam breacfing and drawdowns, we will all end up losers -
nduding the fish. I rediity, we should be considering broader fiolistic solutions that take a serous look at

ffe conseduences and redlly get results. People of the NortAwest sfiould oppese remeving daws for The
following reasons:

o Ten years ago, e best sclevtific Information sdid that only 10 to 30 percent of salmon smolts
suvived the ip past the daws, Today, sunivdl is as figh as it was In the 1960's and 1970’
- - before the dams on the lower Snake River were even built

o Of thie 34 West Coast mws of salmon and steelfiedd that are listed or proposed for listing
Wnder the ESA, only four pass the das on the lower Snake River.

o Bredaching damws wil dry up thousands of dacres of productive farmiand and will eliminate
thousands of agriculiural and food processing jobs in Wasfilngton State,

e Hydropower is clean and renewdble. Replacing fuydropower with otfier sources of power wil
aaversely Impact air quality. Ising wore rail and truck transportation fo move our products
(instead of barging) adds even more dir pollution,

 In addition during peak summer and winter wontfis, the West Coast power gnid Is at ful
capacity, If e power generated by the Snake River Daws Is taken away, brownouts could
oceu,

Obviously, taking our daws is nor the answer. The Al - H Paper Is a step in the righit direction. We believe it
looks more honestly at improving fabitat, Aydropower and Aatchery operations while addressing harvest.

If te region is truly Inferested n recovering our fish populations, we mutst fave a comprefiensive plan such
as s,



Alct s at stake and these dlfernatives and study results sfould be considered carefilly, We urge you and
wour colleagues to base decisions on good, sowid sclevice. Our lives fere are built around these remaréable
rivers. They fave given us clean, renewable power, Infigation for our growing crops, navigation for moving
our products to market, recreational opportunities, as well ds prevented floods.

In closing, we need fo seriously corsider the devastating impact of dam breaching which would destroy our
ecovomy and the lives of thousands of people In the Pacific Nortawest,

Thank you for your consideration.
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